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Part I: An Insider View: Youth-Led Climate Fights at the National Level

• Climate threats to children and future generations 

• Courts as means to halt systemic harms to climate and environment 

• Juliana v U.S. explanation & history & plaintiff stories  

• Global and state initiatives  

• What you can do!

Part II: The Wider Picture: global environmental ethics and its importance for our evolution

• Moral foundation of climate/environmental activism 

• Universal environmental ethic as first step towards unity 

• Matrix for applying environmental ethics: how to change the world! 

• Personal experience: Earth One project farm + pictures



Connections to Sienna Heights University & William Issa Speaker Series 

Adrian Dominican Sisters: 
spirituality & environmental ethics

William Issa and environmental 
law 
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State of the World  

• 33% of the Earth's soils are already degraded and over 90% could become 
degraded by 2050 (FAO and ITPS, 2015; IPBES, 2018). 

• Ocean acidity has increased by 30% since the beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution. This increase is 100 times faster than any change in acidity 
experienced by marine organisms for at least the last 20 million years. 
(UNESCO) Business as usual scenarios for CO2 emissions could make the 
ocean up to 150% more acidic by 2100. If the concentration of atmospheric 
CO2 continues to increase at the current rate, the ocean will become corrosive 
to the shells of many marine organisms by the end of this century. How or if 
marine organisms may adapt is not known. Ocean acidification may render 
most regions of the ocean inhospitable to coral reefs, affecting tourism, food 
security, shoreline protection, and biodiversity.



Juliana v U.S. 



Young people and future generations are the most 
affected by climate change, while having  the least say 

in the decisions that lead to climate crisis. 

It's up to the Courts to protect young people's rights.
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In a moderate scenario for global warming, the likelihood of extreme, catastrophic fires could increase by 
up to a third by 2050 and up to 52 percent by 2100, the report estimates. If emissions are not curbed and 

the planet heats up more, wildfire risks could rise by up to 57 percent by the end of the century.  
(UN report, https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/23/climate/climate-change-un-wildfire-

report.html#:~:text=In%20a%20moderate%20scenario%20for,the%20end%20of%20the%20century.)

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/23/climate/climate-change-un-wildfire-report.html#:~:text=In%20a%20moderate%20scenario%20for,the%20end%20of%20the%20century
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/23/climate/climate-change-un-wildfire-report.html#:~:text=In%20a%20moderate%20scenario%20for,the%20end%20of%20the%20century
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Poll from Public Opinion Strategy, a Republican polling firm



https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/10/6/16428458/us-energy-coal-oil-subsidies

OCI has produced about the most conservative possible 
estimate of the subsidies received by fossil fuels in the US. 
These are solely production subsidies — taxpayer money that 
goes directly to producing more fossil fuels.

Adding everything up: $14.7 billion in federal subsidies and $5.8 
billion in state-level incentives, for a total of $20.5 billion 
annually in corporate welfare.



Last December, a London-based energy company secured drilling rights to 67,000 
acres in Montana for the paltry sum of $1.50 per acre (https://www.nytimes.com/
2018/11/27/business/energy-speculators-public-land-leases.html)

Emissions from fossil fuels produced on Federal lands represent, on average, 23.7 percent 
of national emissions for CO2, 7.3 percent for CH4, and 1.5 percent for N2O over the 10 
years included in this estimate. (https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20185131)

90 percent of our public lands are available to oil and gas drillers while only 
10 percent are available for a focus on conservation and other values including 
recreation and wilderness.

 (https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/open-business-and-not-much-
else-analysis-shows-oil-and-gas-leasing-out-whack-blm-land)

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/business/energy-speculators-public-land-leases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/business/energy-speculators-public-land-leases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/business/energy-speculators-public-land-leases.html
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20185131
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/open-business-and-not-much-else-analysis-shows-oil-and-gas-leasing-out-whack-blm-land
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/open-business-and-not-much-else-analysis-shows-oil-and-gas-leasing-out-whack-blm-land
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/open-business-and-not-much-else-analysis-shows-oil-and-gas-leasing-out-whack-blm-land
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“No person… shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law.”  

5th amendment, U.S. Constitution
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National Science-Based Climate Recovery Plan 

- 350 ppm by the year 2100  

- Drawdown + Decarbonization 



District Court Court of Appeals U.S. Supreme Court

Normal Progression of a Case

District Court Court of Appeals U.S. Supreme Court

Progression of our Case due to Gov. Interference 
(*simplified)

Writ of Mandamus 
Denied

Writ of Mandamus #1

Writ of Mandamus #2 denied

Writ of Mandamus #4 denied

Writ of Mandamus  & Writ of 
Certiatori

Supreme Court refuses to 
dismiss caseCurrently awaiting decision from District Court in 

Eugene, OR, on our request to amend the complaint



Highlights

“Exercising my ‘reasoned judgement,’ I 
have no doubt that the right to a climate 

capable of sustaining human life is 
fundamental to a free and ordered 

society.”

U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken



Highlights

 “In these proceedings, the government accepts as fact that the United States has 
reached a tipping point crying out for a concerted response—yet presses ahead toward 
calamity.
It is as if an asteroid were barreling toward Earth and the government decided to shut 
down our only defenses. Seeking to quash this suit, the government bluntly insists that 
it has the absolute and unreviewable power to destroy the Nation.”

- Judge Josephine Stanton, dissent from majority decision at the U.S. 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals



Highlights

"Were we addressing a matter of social injustice, one might sincerely lament any delay, but 
take solace that “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice.” The 

denial of an individual, constitutional right—though grievous and harmful—can be 
corrected in the future, even if it takes 91 years. And that possibility provides hope for 

future generations.

Where is the hope in today’s decision? Plaintiffs’ claims are based on science, specifically, 
an impending point of no return. If plaintiffs’ fears, backed by the government’s own 

studies, prove true, history will not judge us kindly. When the seas envelop our coastal 
cities, fires and droughts haunt our interiors, and storms ravage everything between, those 

remaining will ask: Why did so many do so little?"

- Judge Josephine Stanton, dissent from majority decision at the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeal











Part II: The Wider Picture:  

Global environmental ethics and its importance for our 
evolution 



Environmental Action as a Moral Value  
(There are other options!)  



Science Spiritual Traditions

Lack of common 
language

Search for what is 
true

Search for what is 
good

Current World Situation

Lack of common 
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Science Spiritual Traditions

Search for what is 
true

Search for what is 
good

Current World Situation

Common zone at 
environmental 

values



• Example of objectively good moral value, that can be recognized by science 

• To not acknowledge it is to self-destruct, as individuals and as a specie  

• Thus can act as the foundation for a new dialogue between different 

traditions, peoples and cultures  

Why environmentalism? 















Application: Levels of Intervention
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(New Paradigm Generation)

(Dissemination  
& Access)

(Existing  
Paradigms)

Climate march,  
Abortion activists protest 

Lawsuit  
Citizens United  

Ghandi 
Terrorists

Presentation today 
TED Talk 

China censoring 
Exxon data cover-up

Atomic Bomb 
TESLA motors 

Invention of fossil fuel engine 
Organic agriculture 

Levels of Intervention



Long-term efficiency of action 
(Level of Difficulty)

Levels of Intervention



Research 
Personal Example: Earth One Project




































