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Sustainability = Balance

Sustainability
Requires Us To:

ÅEliminate Waste & Pollution

ÅEliminate Abuse & Injustice 
(to people, animals, planet)

ÅTap Renewable Resources

ÅTrash Disposability 

ÅCultivate diversity (both 
human and ecological)

ÅRecognize Limits

ÅBuild Resilient Communities



Since 1968, we have been living far beyond our means.
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ÅEnvision a different future

ÅInvestigate problems & solutions

ÅRaise awareness

ÅChang attitudes & behaviors

ÅShare info, ideas, resources, lifestyles

ÅCreate new norms

ÅBuild community

ÅaŀƪŜ ƛǘ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ άǎŜȄȅέ

ÅTell our stories

ÅPut a human face on it

What do we need to do to  reshape 
minds around sustainability?



Worldôs First 

Underwater Cabinet Meeting

Republic of Maldives, 2009

The planet's lowest country

(avg. elev. 5 ft above sea level)
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Green Colleges

UofL Recognized for Sustainability
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Sustainability is a Strategic Goal for UofL

UofL Strategic Plan (2008-2020):

ά9ȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
initiatives to achieve the
highest STARS
rating from the
Association for the
Advancement of 
Sustainability in 
IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ
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Student ςLed Groups
Å Engage Lead Serve Board - Green Initiatives

Å Group Recycling And Sustainable Solutions

Å US Green Building Council Student Chapter 

Å Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Club

Å Cardinal Student/Farmworker Alliance

Å άDǊŜŜƴ IƻǳǎŜέ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ [ƛŦŜ DǊƻǳǇ

Å Cards United Against Sweatshops

Å Students Athletes Taking Action

Å UofL Habitat for Humanity

Å Garden Commons

Å Expedition Cards

UofL Sustainability Groups

Collaborative Groups

ÅSustainability Scholars Roundtable
ÅGreen Threads Faculty Cohorts
ÅLaw School Sustainability Comm.
ÅEco-Reps ςPeer-to-Peer Advocates

tinyurl.com/UofLEcoReps
ÅGreen Unit Teams for Sustainability
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Kentucky Institute for the Environment & Sustainable 
Development (KIESD)

Center for Environmental & 
Occupational Health Sciences

Center for Land Use & 
Environmental Responsibility

Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research

Renewable Energy Applications Laboratory

Center for Infrastructure Research

The Stream Institute

Center for Environmental Policy & Management

Center for Sustainable Urban Neighborhoods

Anne Braden Institute for Social Justice Research

Muhammad Ali Institute for Peace and Justice

Center for Environmental Education

Center for Environmental Science

Center for Environmental Engineering

Kentucky Pollution Prevention Center

Urban Design Studio

City Solutions Center

Urban Studies Institute

Center for Hazards Research & Policy Development

Institutional Structure

Sustainability CouncilςChair, Dave Simpson

Operations CommitteeςChair, Mitchell Payne

Planning & AdministrationςChair, Rodger Payne

Education & ResearchςChair, Margaret Carreiro

EngagementςChair, Brian Barnes
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Planning & Administration

ÅSweatshop-Free Apparel

ÅSocially-Responsible Investing (SRI)

ÅDiversity & Accessibility

ÅAffordability

ÅLiving Wages

ÅParticipatory 
Governance

ÅEmployee Health 
& Wellbeing



Engagement

ωPublic Events

ωService Projects

ωCommunity Partnerships

ωCampus Gardens

ω

ωEcolympics

ωModel Green Rooms

ωCampus Sustainability Tours
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Competitions



Å Model Green Dorm Room

Louisville Hall Rm 605

Fall 2009

Å Model Green Conference Room

A&S Dean, Gardiner Hall Rm 230

Fall 2010

Å Model Green Office

Chair, Urban & Public Affairs Rm 100

Spring 2012

Å Threlkeld Hall Green Renovations

Ecolympics Grand Prize

Spring 2014 & 2015

Model Green Rooms & Renovations
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A Powerful Tool

ÅFor educating

ÅFor raising 
awareness

ÅFor instilling a 
sense of place

ÅFor sparking 
Campus As A 
Living Lab

ÅFor raising 
profile of 
university / 
fundraising

ÅFor taking 
stock, seeing 
things afresh



UofL Tour Highlights

ÅUrban Agriculture / 
Edible Landscaping / 
De-Lawning

ÅTransportation 
Alternatives

ÅRenewable Energy
ÅEnergy Efficiency
ÅCentral Steam & 

Chilled Water Plant
ÅLEED Buildings
ÅVegetated Roofs
ÅCampus Trees
ÅSolid Waste Streams
ÅStormwater 

Management
ÅSustainable Dining
ÅModel Green Rooms



Interactive Online Story Maps



Campus 
Tree Tours


